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OBJECTION TO THE MAKING OF TREE PRESERVATION ORDER 2007 NO.18 
The Rookery, Dereham Road, Scarning 

 

Summary: Tree Preservation Order 2007 No.18 was served on nine individual trees at ‘The 
Rookery’, Dereham Road, Scarning on 25th April 2007.  An objection to the order has been 
received which must be considered by this Committee.  The order will expire on 25th October 
2007 unless it is confirmed before that date. 

 

1. INTRODUCTION/BACKGROUND 

1.1 Tree Preservation Order (TPO) 2007 No.18 was served on Mr & Mrs T Farnham in 
respect of 9 individual trees, in the grounds surrounding ‘The Rookery’, Dereham 
Road, Scarning, on the 25th April 2007 under section 198 of the Town and Country 
Planning Act 1990 on the grounds that the trees have significant amenity value. 
(Appendix A). 

1.2 An objection into the making of Tree Preservation Order 2007 No.18 was made by Mrs 
Caroline Hay of Caroline Hay Associates, acting on behalf of Mr & Mrs T Farnham and 
was received on the 22nd May 2007. (Appendix B). 

2. KEY DECISION 

2.1 This is not a key decision 

3. COUNCIL PRIORITIES 

3.1 The matter raised in this report falls within the following Council priorities:  

o A well planned place to live which encourages vibrant communities 
 
4. REASONS FOR MAKING TREE PRESERVATION ORDER 2007 NO.18 
 
4.1 Recent government advice has suggested that Local Planning Authorities (LPAs) 

undertake a re-survey of their Tree Preservation Orders (TPOs).  The Purpose of this 
review is to ensure that Breckland’s TPOs are brought up to date, protecting 
appropriate trees and lifting restrictions from trees that do not merit special 
protection. 

 
4.2 As part of the ongoing TPO review, a recent survey of the grounds surrounding ‘The 

Rookery’ has identified the trees on the enclosed order to be of high amenity value 
and it is therefore considered expedient that they are preserved.  The order 
comprises of 9 individual Oak trees which are mature and in a satisfactory condition. 

 
4.3 ‘The Rookery’ stands on the western edge of the ‘old’ part of Scarning in 

approximately 0.4 Ha.  An aerial picture of the site is attached. (Appendix C). 
 
4.4  The Land surrounding ‘The Rookery’ is within the current settlement boundary and 

it’s quite conceivable that this piece of land could be developed in the future, by 
protecting these trees it would indicate the Council’s strong desire to see these trees 
retained. 



4.5 Visibility isn’t the only consideration when making a TPO; Biodiversity and its overall 
contribution to the locale must also be taken into account as must the use of the land 
in the future.  If the decision was taken to develop the site, the retention of the trees 
will ensure the continued tree cover in the area.  Whilst Oak trees T4 and T8 have 
amounts of deadwood, this in itself does not indicate that the trees are in a poor 
condition and is a good habitat for a variety of living things.  Oak trees, by their 
nature, will form a new, secondary crown when they reach a mature stage; this is to 
ensure the continuation of the tree.  The larger pieces of deadwood can be removed 
leaving the newer, healthy crown to flourish. 

5. OPTIONS AVAILABLE 

5.1 To confirm Tree Preservation Order 2007 No.18 

5.2 Not to confirm Tree Preservation Order 2007 No.18 

6. REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATION(S) 

6.1 The council has a statutory duty to have regard to the conservation of biodiversity and 
to protect important amenity trees.  These Oak trees form an important part of the 
overall street scene and help to create a ‘softer edge’ to the village of Scarning. 

7. RECOMMENDATION(S) 

7.1  That Breckland Council confirm Tree Preservation Order 2007 No.18 

 

There are no issues arising in relation to: 
 

§ Equal Opportunities,  
§ Section 17, Crime & Disorder Act 1998, and  
§ Human Rights Act 1998 
§  

This report does have relevance to: 
 
§ Section 40, Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006 

 
Appendices:  
 
A: Copy of the TPO Map & Schedule 
B: Letter of objection to the TPO 
C: Aerial photographs of the area and pictures of the trees T1-T9 


